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Dorothy Hall —
On January 227 1921 at 22:45pm a new baby girl was born in Pittsburg, Pa., who would
someday grow up and become one of the most influential Nurses in the State of Oklahoma

relating to Mental Health.

As a young girl growing up in Pittsburg, Pa Dorothy had hopes and dreams of being successful
in her life. Every morning she would set out in front of her house watching the nurses walk from
their dormitories to the hospital. Dorethy knew as a child she wanted to become a Nurse. One
day something happened that made that dream more meaningful. When Dorothy was 10 years
old her mother died of pneumonia. She then lived with relatives to help raise her. In 1943 she
received her nursing diploma from 5t. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing. Dorothy then
entered military service January 1944. A nursing career that began in Pennsylvania in the midst
of World War Il took Dorothy Burton Hall, RN to exotic places, brought romance and adventure,
and eventually led her to Oklahoma and many years of service in mental health. Her nursing
career would span 50+ years. She was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Army Nurse
Corps, attached to the Air Force. In July 1945, she graduated from the School of Aviation

Medicine at Randalph Field, San Antonio, Tx as a flight nurse.

5he spent nearly four years in the Pacific Theatre, assigned to the 830" Medical Air
CUz nn Squadrun Oon Haw;alem in the Marshall Islands, she met B-29 pilot from Oklahoma

erside, Ca, where many service men and women took their vows. “All our
g  in the Pacific,” Mrs. Hall recalls, so it was a quiet wedding.”



For about 18 months, Mrs. Hall directed the training program at Central State Hospital.
~— About two years later, Oklahoma Baptist University of Oklahoma began Bachelor's programs in
Nursing. The program at Central State was the discontinued.

Mrs. Hall next worked in the Department of Mental Health Central Office in Oklahoma City.
By this time , her husband had established a law practice in Miami and was serving in the
Oklahoma Legislature. She was speeding weekends in Miami and riding a train out of Afton, Ok

to Oklahoma City on Mondays.

The Department of Mental Health had never had a nurse in the offices before this. Only six
registered nurses were employed in Oklahoma mental hospitals to oversee 10,000 patients.
This included four hospitals-Eastern, Taft, Central and Western- and schools for the mentally
retarded at Enid and Pauls Valley. (The latter two were later transferred to Department of
Human Services. Taft was closed and its patients were sent to Eastern.

“We began recruiting nurses for hospitals. | recruited, prepared a budget, and set up training
d tmn programs,” Mrs. Hall said. “This was begun under Dr. Charles Oberman. Later
Jonahue became commissioner. He had been a flight surgeon in North Africa

BWE had 3 Iot in common.”

Srought to Oklahoma to see that a mental health law was written. He and
'the legislation which established the Department of Mental Health as a

1ea d for 15 years.



Meanwhile, she had attained a master's degree in Psychology at Pittsburg (Kansas) State
University and had done graduate work in psychiatric nursing at the University of Colorado and
the University of Maryland.

Once more, Mrs Hall retired at the end of 1982, Only a few days afterward, her husband
died of a heart attack. In 1983, Dr. Frank James, Department of Mental Health Commissioner,
had her help out at ESH, and she served as interim Director of Nursing for about 6 months.

She later served as coordinator for Grand Lake Mental Health Center’s seven-county area
before returning to ESH in 1991.

She worked in admissions for two years, then was named coordinator of nursing education
at ESH. She retired from her nursing career in 1995 after 52 years of nursing. Dorothy Hall

passed away on January 23, 1997.
She was survived by son James Raymond Hall Ill, daughter Kimberly Hall Grove, Oklahoma and
granddaughter Heather Roach
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